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MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 7th July  2026, 7.00 pm at Finstall Village Hall, Finstall

Councillors present:	Cllr Will Taylor, Chairman 
                                                          Cllr Caroline Spencer
                                                          Cllr Norman Hewer 
                                                          Cllr Rosemarie Ryan
                                                          Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper
                                                          Cllr Sam Evans
                                                          Cllr Peter Whittaker

Councillors absent:              
	
In attendance:			Carol Blake, Clerk/RFO.                                   
                                                     

1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared the meeting open.

2. Apologies for absence.  Cllr’s Wendy and Molly Molloy are on holiday and sent their apologies.

3. Declarations of interest – None received.


4.	To consider any request from a councillor for a dispensation to be allowed to stay in the meeting after declaring an interest. None received.

5. 	Public Forum.
a)   An opportunity for members of the public to raise matters of interest or concern relating to this agenda or for future meetings. No attendees were present.

b) County and District Councillors - Councillor Sam Evans reported that the future Unitary decision is due to come out within the next week before the summer recess.
Drains have been cleared by Penmanor, patching of Hayden Rd will take place during Oct and Nov,  a full resurface of the road will take place next year.
BDC have sent out notices making residents aware that there is currently a questionnaire that they can access regarding current Parish Council’s in the area, the Chairman will put them on the notice boards so that residents are aware of this and can complete the questionnaire online.
Cllr Peter Whittaker attended nothing to report.

c) Safer Neighbourhood Team  - No representative in attendance

6.	To consider the minutes of the previous council meeting held 01/06/2026.  
	Agreed by all and minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.



7.    Planning Development. 
       (a) comment on any planning consultations received and (b) note Planning Authority (Bromsgrove District Council) decisions made, and (c) consider any other planning matter.  
    
8	FINANCE
a) To note the bank reconciliation to 26/06/2026
	For period 01/04/2026 – 26/06/2026

	Opening bank balances 01/04/2026
	     16409.34 
	 

	Add actual receipts for year to date
	6486.00
	 

	Less authorised payments for year to date 
	6920.49-      
	 

	Total
	A 
	      £15,974.85

	Bank balances as at 26/06/2026
	 
	 

	Unity Trust Bank
	5474.85 
	 

	Bromsgrove DC Loan account
	     10,500.00 
	 

	Less unpresented payments*
	         
	

	Total
	B
	      £15,974.85

	 
	                    -   
	A=B=balance


The reconciliation with latest bank statements was checked and signed by the Chair.

b) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts.
	Vno
	To
	Reason
	Gross amount
	VAT paid

	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	29
	Scribe
	Monthly subscription
	14.40
	2.40

	30
	Bank monthly charge
	Service charge
	7.00
	0.00

	31
	Clerk Carol Blake
	Monthly Salary
	378.30
	0.00

	32
	HMRC
	PAYE Month 1 and 2
	181.80
	0.00




The clerk, as RFO, confirmed each invoice had been checked to ensure:
i. Expenditure has been agreed prior to receipt of invoice.
ii. The budget for each purchase had been agreed.
iii. Each invoice complies with the purchase order and is as expected.
iv. Each invoice is arithmetically correct including appropriate VAT calculation.

The schedule was checked and signed and each invoice was available for inspection and will be attached to the online payments schedule circulated to all members. 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Ryan will be requested to approve invoices against the bank account.
c)  To note the current budget position v actual receipts to date – report had been sent to all.

9.  Updates and discussion on the following:
         a)  Bank approvers – update from all – No update from other members they will try    again to contact the Bank to be added or reset. Clerk to contact UTB to try to move this forward as Councillors are not able to get through to discuss resetting of their access.

  
10.	Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting.
Cllr Cooper will update description of herself and send it to the Clerk who will update the website. Clerk will send an email to all to ask to look at their profile to see if they need to update their details for the website.
         
        Cllr Hewer reported that the fallen branches reported on Finstall Rd have been removed by tree surgeons.
        
         Cllr Spencer suggested staining the flower tubs as they could do with an update them – Chairman will ask Lengthsman to deal with this.
         
        Cllr Ryan reported that the footpath from Alcester Rd to Heydon Rd is dangerous as tree roots are coming through the pavement and breaking up the tarmac, Cllr Evans will report it and ask that there is a site visit to see who is liable as it could cause an accident for walkers.
        
        Chairman will request a quote for a basketball for Penmanor playing field through Adrian Spray at BDC who he has met up with this month.
   

11.	Date, time and venue of next meeting:   Tuesday 1st Sept @ 7:00pm Finstall Village Hall.

	




The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 19:52pm.



Signed…………………………………………………………….…….   Date ………………………
Chairman, Finstall Parish Council					
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