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MINUTES of the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 5th May 2026, 7.30 pm at Finstall Village Hall, Finstall

Councillors present:	Cllr Will Taylor, Chairman 
Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper, vice-Chairman			
Cllr Norman Hewer				
Cllr Rosemarie Ryan
Cllr Caroline Spencer
Cllr Molly Molloy

Councillors not present:	
	
In attendance:		              Carol Blake Clerk/RFO. 
                                                           Cllr Sam Evans


MINUTES

1. To elect the Chairman for the 2026/27 civic year.
It was agreed to elect Cllr Will Taylor to the position of Chair for 2026/27 civic year.
Cllr Taylor signed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.


2. To record absences and receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr Wendy Molloy sent her apologies.

3.	Declarations of interest:
         None received. 

4.	Dispensation requests.
         None received.

5. 	To elect the vice-Chair for the 2026/27 civic year.
         Cllr Christine Cooper was elected to the position of vice-chair for the next financial year.

6.	Public Forum.
a) No public attended the meeting.

b) County and District Councillors, Safer Neighbourhood Policing Team, and Community Representatives are invited to present an update on their activities.

Cllr Sam Evans provided an update -  a development company called, Simply Planning Company, has sent a screening proposal for 200 new homes to be built on land off Rutherford Rd this land was listed on the District Plan.
Resurface of Heydon Rd will take place in 2027.
VAS data has not been downloaded as yet so no data to be reported.
Another VAS is on order for Finstall Rd, near the Rugby club.
Pikes Pool Lane will be closed for 2 days for Severn Trent work from 20th May.
Community Investment Fund has been opened to run up to 7th June for funding to be applied for. 

7.	To complete annual business in keeping with the council’s Standing Orders:
i. Confirmation of the accuracy of the minutes of the last meeting of the Council; meeting held 07/04/2026. 
The minutes were confirmed a true and accurate record of the meeting held 07/04/2026 and were signed by the Chair.

ii. Review and adoption of appropriate standing orders and financial regulations -
Finstall PC’s standing orders were reviewed last year and as neither NALC nor WorcsCALC have provided any update with recommended amendments, it was agreed they be approved for use for another year. 

iii. Internal Controls review
It was agreed that this was a true and fair reflection of the controls currently in place.
 
iv. Code of Conduct review
It was agreed that this was a true and fair reflection of the current code of conduct in place.

v. Publication Scheme review
         The council’s Publication Scheme was agreed to be a true and fair reflection and will be published on the website.

vi. Review of inventory of land and other assets. 
              The asset register was reviewed and agreed to.

vii. Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover.
It was agreed that all PC assets had been documented and to continue the current arrangements with Clear Insurance Management Ltd. 

viii. Review of the council’s complaints procedure.
It was agreed that this was a true and fair reflection of the current complaints procedure to be followed.

ix. Review of policies and procedures relating to Freedom of Information and GDPR.
It was agreed that this was a true and fair reflection of the procedure to be followed for FOI and GDPR.

x. Review of the council’s policy for dealing with the press /media.
It was agreed that this was a true and fair reflection of the procedure to be followed for dealing with any press and media issues.

xi. Review of expenditure incurred under the General Power of Competence.
         No specific items had been purchased using this power during 2025/26.


8.	Planning Development. To comment on any planning application consultations received from Bromsgrove District Council.

	APPLICATION REFERENCE :
	26/00407/FUL

	APPLICATION TYPE:
	Full Application 

	DATE ACCEPTED:
	17.04.2026

	LOCATION:
	4 Heydon Road, Finstall Worcestershire B60 3DA  

	PROPOSAL:
	Erection of a single storey rear and side wrap-around extension with a green sedum roof and canopy, fenestration alterations, installation of solar panels, and replacement double garage. The proposal also includes the demolition of the existing conservatory, porch and the single garage with lean-to carport

	APPLICANTS NAME:
	Mr A Filer

	PARISH COUNCIL:
	Finstall Parish

	WARD:
	Tardebigge Ward

	CASE OFFICER:
	Holly Johnston

	TELEPHONE:
	01527 881258

	EMAIL
	holly.johnston@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk



No objections to the above planning application.

          	
9.	FINANCE
a) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts 
	Vno
	To
	Reason
	Gross amount
	VAT paid 

	Following to be paid during May:
	
	

	08
	Worcestershire CALC
	Annual subscription with NALC subs
	578.65
	88.16

	09
	DKE Audit
	Annual internal audit
	297.40
	0.00

	10
	Bromsgrove DC
	Lease of Penmanor Rec, annual rent
	5.00
	0.00

	11
	Scribe / Starboard Systems
	Bookkeeping software April 2026 (D/D)
	14.40
	2.40

	12
	IDG Garden Services
	Emptying of Bins Feb 2026
	72.00
	0.00

	13
	IDG Garden Services
	Emptying of Bins March 2026
	90.00
	0.00

	14
	IDG Garden Services
	Cutting back trees and hedging
	450.00
	0.00

	15
	IDG Garden Services
	Supply of rock salt
	99.80
	0.00

	16
	IDG Garden Services
	Bus Stop Cleaning Feb 2026
	40.00
	0.00

	17
	IDG Garden Services
	Bus Stop Cleaning March 2026
	50.00
	0.00

	18
	IDG Garden Services
	Lengthsman Duties Feb 26
	160.00
	0.00

	19
	IDG Garden Services
	Lengthsman Duties March 26
	80.00
	0.00

	Receipts:

	 R1              From Bromsgrove District Council: Precept half year
	£6486.00



The clerk, as RFO, confirmed each invoice had been checked to ensure:
i. Expenditure has been agreed prior to receipt of invoice.
ii. The budget for each purchase had been agreed.
iii. Each invoice complies with the purchase order and is as expected.
iv. Each invoice is arithmetically correct including appropriate VAT calculation.

The schedule was checked and signed and each invoice was available for inspection and will be attached to the online payments schedule circulated to all members. 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Ryan will be requested to approve invoices against the bank account.


b) To note the latest bank reconciliation.
	For period 01/04/2026 – 23/04/2026

	Opening bank balances 01/04/2026
	16,409.34 
	 

	Add actual receipts for year to date
	6486.00 
	 

	Less authorised payments for year to date
	-2584.46 
	 

	Total
	A 
	      £20,310.88

	Bank balances as at 23/04/2026
	 
	 

	Unity Trust Bank
	11,733.73 
	 

	Bromsgrove DC Loan account
	     10,500.00 
	 

	Less unpresented payments
	1922.85
	

	Total
	B
	£20,310.88

	 
	
	A=B=balance



The reconciliation with latest bank statements was checked and signed by the Chair.


c) To certify Finstall Parish Council meets the annual audit exemption requirements.
It was agreed the council could certify itself as exempt from a limited assurance review and would not be required to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor, by declaring the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the year or total gross annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000.
The exemption certificate was signed and dated by the Chair and the Responsible Financial Officer (the Clerk).

d) To note the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2025/26 audit. 
The internal auditor had issued the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 (page 4 of the AGAR), which was noted.

e) To agree responses to the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 audit.
The council considered each of the eight assertions in turn and responded yes to each one. The ninth assertion relating to Trust funds, was not applicable.

f) To agree the Annual Accounting Statements for 2025/26 audit. 
The Accounting Statements had been completed and were signed off by the Chairman.

g) To notify exercise of public rights with regard to audit to start 08/06/2026 – 17/07/2026.
The annual accounts would be published online and on the notice boards, and would be available for public inspection for the 30-working day period starting 8th June.

10.  Updates and discussion on the following:
a)     Bank approvers update from all
         Cllr Ryan has now been set up and is now able to approve payments on the bank account. Cllr Ryan and Cllr Taylor will approve this month’s payments
b)     Possible allotment fee increase – It was agreed to defer for discussion in next meeting.


11.	Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting.
Clerk to contact Darren Whitney regarding the consultation letters that have not been received by some residents which refer to the proposed boundary change for Finstall.

Heydon Rd – Cllr Evans will report that tree roots are lifting some of the paving slabs on Heydon Rd which may cause accidents.


12.	Date, time and venue of next meeting:

Tuesday 2nd June 2026, 7.00pm at Finstall Village Hall.


Meeting finished at 20:10 
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