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MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 3rd February 2026, 7.00 pm at Finstall Village Hall, Finstall

Councillors present:	Cllr Will Taylor, Chairman 
                                                          Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper		
                                                          Cllr Wendy Molloy 
                                                          Cllr Molly Molloy  
                                                          Cllr Rosemarie Ryan
                                                          Cllr Norman Hewer
                                                          Cllr Sam Evans

Councillors absent:              
	 
	
In attendance:			Carol Blake, Clerk/RFO.                                   
                                                     

1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared the meeting open.

2.    Apologies for absence.  Cllr Caroline Spencer sent apologies she is unwell.

3.	Declarations of interest No declarations declared.


4.	To consider any request from a councillor for a dispensation to be allowed to stay in the meeting after declaring an interest. None received.

5. 	Public Forum.

a) An opportunity for members of the public to raise matters of interest or concern relating to this agenda or for future meetings. No members of the public attended.

b) County and District Councillors; 
Cllr Evans reported that the VAS is scheduled to be turned around after a resident complained in previous meeting.
Consultation is up and running on the Finstall boundary proposal, letters will be sent to every property to let residents know how it may affect them

c) Safer Neighbourhood Team  No representative in attendance

6.	To consider the minutes of the previous council meeting held 06/01/2026.  
	The minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held 06/01/2026 were approved as an accurate record of proceedings, and were signed by the Chair.


7.	Planning Development. 
       (a) comment on any planning consultations received and (b) note Planning Authority (Bromsgrove District Council) decisions made, and (c) consider any other planning matter.  
    
	APPLICATION REFERENCE :
	25/01470/FUL

	APPLICATION TYPE:
	Full Application 

	DATE ACCEPTED:
	12.12.2025

	LOCATION:
	Maidsmere , Lower Gambolds Lane Bromsgrove Worcestershire B60 3BP 

	PROPOSAL:
	Single storey side extension with balcony area and ballustrading over

	APPLICANTS NAME:
	Mr & Mrs Townsend

	PARISH COUNCIL:
	Finstall Parish

	WARD:
	Tardebigge Ward

	CASE OFFICER:
	Nina Chana

	TELEPHONE:
	01527 548241

	EMAIL
	nina.chana@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk


        

It was agreed to accept the above application, no objections.

8	FINANCE
a) To note the bank reconciliation to 30/01/2026
	For period 01/04/2025 – 30/01/2026

	Opening bank balances 01/04/2025
	     15198.23 
	 

	Add actual receipts for year to date
	14671.61
	 

	Less authorised payments for year to date
	-12948.48
	 

	Total
	A 
	      £16921.36

	Bank balances as at 30/01/2026
	 
	 

	Unity Trust Bank
	7975.21
	 

	Bromsgrove DC short-term investment
	     10,500.00 
	 

	Less unpresented payments
	1553.85 
	

	Total
	B
	      £16921.36

	 
	                    -   
	A=B=balance



The reconciliation with latest bank statements was checked and signed by the Chair.

b) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts.

	Ref No
	To
	Description
	Gross Amt
	Vat Paid

	82
	Carol Blake Salary 
	Salary
	346.66
	

	83
	Scribe D/D
	Monthly charge
	14.40
	2.40

	84
	Unity Trust Bank D/D
	Monthly charge
	6.00
	

	85
	IDG Lengthsman 
	Lengthsman Oct 
	100.00
	

	86
	IDG Lengthsman 
	Lengthsman Nov
	180.00
	

	87
	IDG Lengthsman 
	Lengthsman Dec 
	210.00
	

	88
	IDG Garden Services 
	Mowing Oct 
	75.00
	

	89
	IDG Garden Services 
	Planting flower boxes 
	360.00
	

	90
	IDG Garden Services 
	Cleaning Bus stops Dec 
	50.00
	

	91
	IDG Garden Services 
	Cleaning Bus stops Nov 
	40.00
	

	92
	IDG Garden Services 
	Cleaning Bus stops Oct 
	40.00
	

	93
	IDG Garden Services 
	Emptying bins Oct 
	72.00
	

	94
	IDG Garden Services 
	Emptying bins Nov
	72.00
	

	95
	IDG Garden Services 
	Emptying bins Dec 
	90.00
	

	96
	Carol Blake 
	WFH Allowance Dec 
	26.00
	

	97-99
	Carol Blake 
	Bin Stickers reimbursement 
	223.95
	

	100
	Wendy Molloy
	Sweets for Carol Service
	14.90
	

	R9
	WCC
	Lengthsman reimbursement Oct - Dec
	-450.00
	



The clerk, as RFO, confirmed each invoice had been checked to ensure:
i. Expenditure has been agreed prior to receipt of invoice.
ii. The budget for each purchase had been agreed.
iii. Each invoice complies with the purchase order and is as expected.
iv. Each invoice is arithmetically correct including appropriate VAT calculation.

The schedule was checked and signed and each invoice was available for inspection and will be attached to the online payments schedule circulated to all members. 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Hewer will be requested to approve invoices against the bank account.
c) To agree and minute the precept at £12,972 which is the same as for current year. All members agreed.

d) To agree on Clerk’s annual appraisal and increment. Clerk contacted Gill Lungley and asked about the increment process, Gill agreed this should be given if the Parish Council are happy with the Clerk and her work which they agreed to in the meeting.

e) Internal Audit clarity required on:
· Allotments - There are 3 allotments managed by Finstall PC, it was agreed to discuss increasing the rental at the next PC meeting
· Playground inspection and recording of any issues – Chairman stated that if there are any issues then they are verbally reported to him  
f) Policies to be reviewed:
· Data Protection and Security  Data - Agreed by all that it is a true and fair statement
· Website Accessibility - Agreed by all that it is a true and fair statement
· IT Policy - Agreed by all that it is a true and fair statement

9.	To consider and decide upon the following raised in previous meetings:
a) Update from members on Unity Trust Bank signatures to be able to approve payments. Cllr Spencer is in the process of being set up in the next couple of days. No other update from members, they need to try setting up for approval again and update next month.

b) To review progress of SmartWater roll out to parish community. No other Smart Water kits have been delivered due to the bad weather but Cllr Molloy will try again 

c) Welcome to Finstall signs discussion with Cllr Hewer – Cllr Evans will contact Highways, 4 signs to be sought with Finstall badge and will report back in next meeting.

d) Penmanor bus stop – Cllr Molly Molloy is awaiting a quote which will be emailed to all when received

e) Ideas for Penmanor playing field  - Cllr Sam Evans reported that there aren’t any grants available at the moment but there may be pots of money available for playgrounds in the future. Add item to next month’s meeting to discuss what playground items would be required for 26/27.

10.   Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting. 
Cllr Evans to look at broken fence panels on the Alcester Rd, if it is not Finstall PC responsibility Cllr Evans will highlight issue with the correct person.
           Hayden Rd hedge - Lengthsman was asked to trim hedge back, Clerk to send email to see if he has actioned, copy Cllr Taylor in.
Cllr Evans to ask about drain blockage on Hayden Rd, it is below ground level so it may be a Highways issue which needs to be highlighted to them to action.


11.	Date, time and venue of next meeting:

Tuesday 3rd March 2026, 7.00pm at Finstall Village Hall.


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 19:45pm.



Signed…………………………………………………………….…….   Date ………………………
Chairman, Finstall Parish Council					
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