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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL



Ref:  11/25 pages 1399– 1402


MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 4th November 2025, 7.30 pm at Finstall Village Hall, Finstall

Councillors present:	Cllr Will Taylor, Chairman 		
Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper, vice-Chairman
Cllr Norman Hewer
Cllr Caroline Spencer
                                                          Cllr Rosemarie Ryan
                                                          Cllr Wendy Molloy 
                                                          Cllr Molly Molloy  

Councillors absent:	 
	
In attendance:			Carol Blake, Clerk/RFO.                                   
                                                     

1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared the meeting open.

2. 	Apologies for absence.  No apologies

3.	Declarations of interest No declarations declared.

4.	To consider any request from a councillor for a dispensation to be allowed to stay in the meeting after declaring an interest. None received.

5. 	Public Forum.
a) An opportunity for members of the public to raise matters of interest or concern relating to this agenda or for future meetings. No members of the public in attendance.

b) County and District Councillors; 
Cllr Sam Evans reported that there are cuts of up to £2.5million from Highways budget next year so if there are any road issues that need to be addressed to highlight them asap.
Report of leaves on road Walnut Lane which is making driving hazardous.

New VAS has been put in place and the data will be monitored .
Safer Neighbourhood Team no representative in attendance.

6.	To consider the minutes of the previous council meeting held 07/10/2025.  
	The minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held 07/10/2025 were approved as an accurate record of proceedings, and were signed by the Chair.


7.	Planning Development. 
       (a) comment on any planning consultations received and (b) note Planning Authority (Bromsgrove District Council) decisions made, and (c) consider any other planning matter.  
    
        No planning applications received for the area this month.

8	FINANCE
a) To note the bank reconciliation to 27/10/2025
	For period 01/04/2024 – 27/10/2025

	Opening bank balances 01/04/2025
	     15198.23 
	 

	Add actual receipts for year to date
	14061.61
	 

	Less authorised payments for year to date
	-9333.86
	 

	Total
	A 
	      £19,925.98

	Bank balances as at 27/10/2025
	 
	 

	Unity Trust Bank
	11,358.08 
	 

	Bromsgrove DC short-term investment
	     10,500.00 
	 

	Less unpresented payments*
	1932.10
	

	Total
	B
	      £19,925.98

	 
	                    -   
	A=B=balance



The reconciliation with latest bank statements was checked and signed by the Chair.

b) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts.
[image: ]
The clerk, as RFO, confirmed each invoice had been checked to ensure:
i. Expenditure has been agreed prior to receipt of invoice.
ii. The budget for each purchase had been agreed.
iii. Each invoice complies with the purchase order and is as expected.
iv. Each invoice is arithmetically correct including appropriate VAT calculation.

The schedule was checked and signed and each invoice was available for inspection and will be attached to the online payments schedule circulated to all members. 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Hewer will approve against the bank account.

c) To review the draft budget for 2026/27 and consider approval - Deferred until next meeting as amendments are required by Clerk.
	Finstall Parish Council Budget Preparation for 2026/27 to identify the precept.

	YEAR
	LAST YEAR
	CURRENT YEAR
	Suggested

	
	ACTUAL
	25/26
	Budget for 

	
	24/25
	Budget
	 Actual to date
	Forecast
	26/27

	RECEIPTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Precept
	£6,448.20
	£12,896.40
	£12,972.00
	£12,972.00
	£12,972.00

	Worcs CC Lengthsman reimbursement
	£2,204.00
	£3,400.00
	£570.00
	£3,400.00
	£3,500.00

	HMRC re VAT / PAYE Repayment
	 

	Interest
	£757.03
	£350.00
	£519.61
	£519.61
	£200.00

	Other / Grants
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	SUB-TOTAL
	£9,409.23
	£16,646.40
	£14,061.61
	£16,891.61
	£16,672.00

	From earmarked funds
	0
	0
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	TOTAL
	£9,409.23
	£16,646.40
	£14,061.61
	£16,891.61
	£16,672.00

	 
	
	
	
	
	 

	PAYMENTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Staff salary
	£4,976.02
	£5,513.00
	£3,380.70
	£5,513.00
	£5,513.00

	Expenses / Training
	£338.00
	£250.00
	£69.99
	£250.00
	£250.00

	Subscriptions / Memberships
	£434.13
	£550.00
	£593.79
	£593.79
	£650.00

	Insurance
	£682.55
	£558.40
	£828.70
	£828.70
	£900.00

	Highways: Lengthsman, bus shelters, tubs
	£4,061.23
	£4,182.00
	£2,336.00
	£4,182.00
	£4,182.00

	Communications: IT / Website / F focus
	£276.00
	£550.00
	£300.00
	£500.00
	£500.00

	General Admin / Chair Allowance
	£500.05
	£1,400.00
	£30.00
	£1,400.00
	£500.00

	Audit / professional fees
	£292.40
	£300.00
	£276.20
	£276.20
	£300.00

	Elections
	£0.00
	£200.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£200.00

	Section 137 - no longer needed.
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Playing Field Bu shelters, Tubs Facilities Management
	£1,250.00
	£2,500.00
	£85.00
	£2,346.00
	£2,500.00

	Grants
	£536.00
	£500.00
	£200.00
	£500.00
	£500.00

	Reserves/projects
	£266.88
	£4,000.00
	£1,007.49
	£1,100.00
	£677.00

	VAT
	 

	SUB-TOTAL
	£13,613.26
	£20,503.40
	£9,107.87
	£17,489.69
	£16,672.00

	 






9.	To consider and decide upon the following:
a) Update from members on Unity Trust Bank signatures to be able to approve payments. No update from members, they need to try setting up for approval again and update next month.

b) To review progress of SmartWater roll out to parish community. Members to advise on progress. No other Smart Water kits have been delivered but Cllr Molloy will try this weekend

c) Grant application received from Citizens Advice Bureau – It was agreed to pay a grant of £150 this year

d) Policies: to review:
i) Internal Controls Policy Review -   Agreed by all
ii) Risk Assessments and Risk Management Policy   -  Agreed by all

Items raised in last month’s meeting:
e) Dog waste bin on Monarch Way needs either replacing or attending to. Cllr Taylor will clarify whether this has been completed and report back next meeting.
f) Welcome to Finstall signs - Cllr Hewer produced a  pamphlet with costs and pictures. Cllr Evans will ask if this impacts on the Local Authority signs and report back in next meeting. No planning permission needs to be sought to put up new signs. Depending on what is required approx. £600+ each from School Signs. Another quote needs to be sought – Cllr Wendy Molloy will obtain and report back in next meeting.

g) Penmanor bus stop needs some attention this year -  Cllr Wendy Molloy will ask   Bruce Hims for a quote


10.   Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting. 
Prison van Geo Amey.
Sweets for the Carol Service £10.00 agreed.
30 mph sticker signs dustbins quote to be sought
Ideas for Penmanor playing field 
Flower tubs to be discussed 
Reminder of Remembrance Service on Sunday at 10:00 at War Memorial. 


11.	Date, time and venue of next meeting:

Tuesday 2nd December 2025, 7.30pm at Finstall Village Hall.


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.37 pm.



Signed…………………………………………………………….…….   Date ………………………
Chairman, Finstall Parish Council					
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Vno  To  Reason  Gross  amount  VAT paid   

P ayments for authorisation    

56  Unity Bank  Monthly service charge  6.00  0.00  

57  ICO   Data Protection Licen ce  47.00  0.00  

58  Starboard Systems Scribe  Monthly fee for Scribe  12.00  2.40  

59  Carol Blake  Salary Oct 25  346.66  0.00  

60  IDG Garden Services  Lengthsman duties, Sept 2025  160.00  0.00  

61  IDG Garden Services  Mowing and installation of dog bin  130.00  0.00  

62  IDG Garden Services  Emptying of bins  90.00  0.00  

63  IDG Garden Services  Bus stop cleaning  50.00  0.00  

64  Parish Council Websites  Annual website hosting and support  288.00  57.60  

65  Signs and Signwriting  New Village Hall notice board  963.75  192.75  

66  HMRC  PAYE  month 6  89.19  0.00  

67  Carol Blake  Reimbursement for 2 vas batteries  69.99  0.00    

 

RECEIPTS  

R7  Bromsgrove District Council; 2 nd   half precept  £6,4 86.00  


