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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL



Ref:  10/25 pages 1396– 1398


MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 7th October 2025, 7.30 pm at Finstall Village Hall, Finstall

Councillors present:	Cllr Will Taylor, Chairman 		
Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper, vice-Chairman
Cllr Norman Hewer
Cllr Caroline Spencer
                                                          Cllr Rosemarie Ryan
                                                          Cllr Wendy Molloy 
                                                          Cllr Molly Molloy  

Councillors absent:	 
	
In attendance:			Carol Blake, Clerk/RFO.                                   
                                                     

1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared the meeting open.

2. 	Apologies for absence.  No apologies

3.	Declarations of interest.  Cllr Cooper declared an interest on point 10A.

4.	To consider any request from a councillor for a dispensation to be allowed to stay in the meeting after declaring an interest. None received.

5. 	Public Forum.
a) An opportunity for members of the public to raise matters of interest or concern relating to this agenda or for future meetings. No members of the public in attendance.

b) County and District Councillors; 
Cllr Sam Evans reminded all that the Draft Housing District Plan has been extended until 20th October for any other comments to be raised. The report was handed out with the current comments that have been put together by all Parish Councillors; they were asked to send any more comments they wish to include to the Chair as soon as possible.
 
VAS funding has been agreed and the safest place to set it up is outside no 5 Alcester Rd, a speed survey is also due to be done. 

c) Police representative not in attendance.
Safer Neighbourhood Team no representative in attendance.

6.	To consider the minutes of the previous council meeting held 02/09/2025.  
	The minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held 02/09/2025 were approved as an accurate record of proceedings, and were signed by the Chair.


7.	Planning Development. 
       (a) comment on any planning consultations received and (b) note Planning Authority (Bromsgrove District Council) decisions made, and (c) consider any other planning matter.  
    
        No planning applications received for the area this month.

8	FINANCE
a) To note the bank reconciliation to 29/09/2025
[image: ]
The reconciliation with latest bank statements was checked and signed by the Chair.

b) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts.
	Vno
	To
	Reason
	Gross amount
	VAT paid 

	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	40
	UTB
	Monthly bank charge
	6.00
	0.00

	41
	Scribe (D/d)
	Bookkeeping software
	14.40
	2.40

	42
	Carol Blake
	Salary Back pay
	58.64
	0.00

	43
	Carol Blake
	Salary Sept
	346.66
	0.00

	44
	Ian Gerard 
	Lengthsman Services Aug
	140.00
	0.00

	45
	Ian Gerard 
	Lengthsman Services July
	40.00
	0.00

	46
	Ian Gerard 
	Lengthsman Services June
	170.00
	0.00

	47
	IDG Garden Services
	Emptying bins June
	90.00
	0.00

	48
	IDG Garden Services
	Mowing June
	75.00
	0.00

	49
	IDG Garden Services
	Bus stops June
	50.00
	0.00

	50
	IDG Garden Services
	Bus stops July
	40.00
	0.00

	51
	IDG Garden Services
	Emptying bins July
	72.00
	0.00

	52
	IDG Garden Services
	Emptying bins Aug
	72.00
	0.00

	53
	IDG Garden Services
	Bus stops Aug
	40.00
	0.00

	54
	HMRC
	PAYE July to Sept
	192.96
	0.00

	55
	Carol Blake
	Mileage Expenses
	10.80
	10.80

	

	RECEIPTS

	R6
	WCC Lengthsman Reimbursement July 25
	40.00



The clerk, as RFO, confirmed each invoice had been checked to ensure:
i. Expenditure has been agreed prior to receipt of invoice.
ii. The budget for each purchase had been agreed.
iii. Each invoice complies with the purchase order and is as expected.
iv. Each invoice is arithmetically correct including appropriate VAT calculation.

The schedule was checked and signed and each invoice was available for inspection and will be attached to the online payments schedule circulated to all members. 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Hewer will approve against the bank account.


9.    Clerk’s report and actions from previous minutes:

a) Undeliverable emails. The clerk reported that Cllr Spencer’s emails are being returned as Undeliverable, Cllr Spencer is in the process of having a new pc and hopes this will be resolved when it is all set up.

b) To discuss process for drawing up draft budget for 26/27. Clerk asked for guidance on the process for drawing up the draft budget for next financial year, she will draw it up and produce it at the next meeting for approval/amendment from the Parish Councillors.

10.	To consider and decide upon the following:
a) To agree date of Christmas Carols at Finstall Village Hall - Cllr Cooper left the room as she has a DPI on this point.
It was agreed that the date would be Friday 19th December, WI will do the coffee and refreshments at the event. It was agreed by all that the Ciderman will supply the cider.

b) To confirm content of next Finstall Focus - It was agreed that comments raised against the Draft Housing Plan will be included in Finstall Focus and on the website, info from Age Uk, Heating allowances etc to be put on website, the magazine needs to be completed by the end of month, promotion of events and dates to be advertised by Cllr Evans.

c) Village Hall notice boards update - It was agreed to purchase 2 notice boards and request that the company supplies 2 invoices with one quarter of the charge to the Village Hall and three quarters to be invoiced to the Parish Council.

d) Unity Trust Bank signatures to be able to approve payments update - Clerk to check mandate details and set up for Unity Trust Bank and report back on everybody’s access that was set up by the previous clerk.

e) To consider review of West Mercia Police Community Charter Parish Contact Contract - It was agreed that the priorities remain the same as previously, no changes are required.

f) Reserves Policy to be reviewed - To be checked by Clerk as the policy seems to be too detailed for a small Parish Council and email Parish Councillors with clarity on this.


g) HR Disciplinary policy to be reviewed  - Agreed to review in 2026

h) Grievance Policy to be reviewed  - Agreed to review in 2026

11.	Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting.
· Data from the traffic speed strips  – Cllr Evans to access data and report back.
· New batteries for speed signs - Clerk to purchase 2 new batteries.
· Dog waste bin on Monarch Way needs either replacing or attending to. 
· Welcome to Finstall signs - Cllr Hewer will obtain a pamphlet with costs and pictures which will be discussed in the next meeting.
· Portable appliance testing for events at Village Hall - Cllr Molloy reported that a 5 year test is carried out on all appliances at Village Hall
· Remembrance day will take place 10:00am at War Memorial 9th Nov 10.00am and also on 11TH at 11:00am
· Penmanor bus stop needs some attention this year
· Guest list for Carol Service to be updated and invites sent out by the Clerk to include Peter Whittaker and Sam Evans.
· Litter bin for Stoke Cross – Cllr Evans to raise this one behalf of Parish Council and will report back to members.
· Christmas tree to be ordered - Clerk will contact Peter Drew to place order for this year.

12.	Date, time and venue of next meeting:

Tuesday 4th November 2025, 7.30pm at Finstall Village Hall.


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.25 pm.



Signed…………………………………………………………….…….   Date ………………………
Chairman, Finstall Parish Council					
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For period 01/04/202 5   –   2 9 /0 9 /202 5  

Opening bank balances 01/04/202 5        1 5198.23       

Add actual receipts for year to date  75 7 5.61     

Less authorised payments for year to date  - 5 994.94     

Total  A            £ 1 6778.90  

Bank balances as at  2 8 /08 / 202 5        

Unity Trust Bank  6 278 . 90     

Bromsgrove DC  short - term investment        1 0 ,500.00      

Less unpresented payments  0.00     

Total  B         £ 1 6778.90  

                        -      A=B=balance  

 


