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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL



Ref:  09/25 pages 1393– 1395


MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 2nd September 2025, 7.30 pm at Finstall Village Hall, Finstall

Councillors present:	Cllr Will Taylor, Chairman 		
Cllr Christine Orr-Cooper, vice-Chairman
Cllr Norman Hewer
Cllr Caroline Spencer
                                                          Cllr Rosemarie Ryan

Councillors absent:	 
	
In attendance:			Carol Blake, Clerk/RFO.                                   
                                                     

1. Chairman’s welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared the meeting open.

2. 	Apologies for absence. Cllr  Wendy Molloy and Cllr Molly Molloy  sent their apologies. 

3.	Declarations of interest.  No declarations of interest were provided.

4.	To consider any request from a councillor for a dispensation to be allowed to stay in the meeting after declaring an interest. None received.

5. 	Public Forum.
a) An opportunity for members of the public to raise matters of interest or concern relating to this agenda or for future meetings. No members of the public in attendance.

b) County and District Councillors; 
In his absence Cllr Sam Evans sent a report which was read out by the Chairman to update all on what he has managed to achieve for the Parish Council within the month.  Clerk will request further information from Cllr Evans on the tree protection process if developers manage to purchase land with protected trees located on the land.

The draft Bromsgrove Housing Plan was discussed and it was agreed that a meeting needs to be set up to discuss comments which need to be added against further development in  Finstall. A meeting is to be organised to discuss this in more detail on 9/09/25 @ 7.30pm.

c) Police representative attended but nothing to report this month.
Safer Neighbourhood Team no representative in attendance.

6.	To consider the minutes of the previous council meeting held 01/07/2025.  
	The minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held 01/07/2025 were approved as an accurate record of proceedings, and were signed by the Chair.
7.	Planning Development. 
       (a) comment on any planning consultations received and (b) note Planning Authority (Bromsgrove District Council) decisions made, and (c) consider any other planning matter.
   
	Reference:
	25/00870/FUL
	Proposal:   |   Feed Area Roof.

	Location:
	Finch End Farm , Upper Gambolds Lane 
 

	Reference:
	25/00784/FUL
	        Proposal:   
	Two storey side/rear extension and single storey rear extension

	Location:
	155 Finstall Road, Bromsgrove


      
No objections to planning applications.

8	FINANCE
a) To note the bank reconciliation to 28/08/2025
	For period 01/04/2025 – 28/08/2025

	Opening bank balances 01/04/2025
	     15198.23 
	 

	Add actual receipts for year to date
	7535.61
	 

	Less authorised payments for year to date
	-5569.38
	 

	Total
	A 
	      £17164.46

	Bank balances as at 28/08/2025
	 
	 

	Unity Trust Bank
	6664.46
	 

	Bromsgrove DC short-term investment
	     10,500.00 
	 

	Less unpresented payments
	0.00 
	

	Total
	B
	      £17164.46

	 
	                      
	A=B=balance



The reconciliation with latest bank statements was checked and signed by the Chair.

b) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts.
	Vno
	To
	Reason
	Gross amount
	VAT paid 

	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	32
	Scribe (D/d)
	Bookkeeping software
	14.40
	2.40

	33
	UTB
	Monthly bank charge
	6.00
	0.00

	34
	Carol Blake
	Salary July
	335.00
	0.00

	35
	Scribe (D/d)
	Bookkeeping software
	14.40
	2.40

	36
	UTB
	Monthly bank charge
	6.00
	0.00

	37
	HMRC
	PAYE and NI, Period 3
	84.55
	0.00

	38
	DM Payroll Services Ltd
	Payroll services x ½ year
	60.00
	12.00

	RECEIPTS

	
	
	



The clerk, as RFO, confirmed each invoice had been checked to ensure:
i. Expenditure has been agreed prior to receipt of invoice.
ii. The budget for each purchase had been agreed.
iii. Each invoice complies with the purchase order and is as expected.
iv. Each invoice is arithmetically correct including appropriate VAT calculation.

The schedule was checked and signed and each invoice was available for inspection and will be attached to the online payments schedule circulated to all members. 
Norman and William will approve against the bank account.


9.    Clerk’s report and actions from previous minutes:

a) Exemption for External Audit for 25/26 accounts was reported by Clerk.

b) The clerk reported that the quote for two notice boards for outside the Village Hall has been received, this was for £1542.00 including VAT from a local Supplier: School Signs Ltd. 
The Chairman will speak to Village Hall Committee to ascertain how they will pay for their Notice Board and whether they require some help with funding from the Parish Council.

c) The clerk reported that the pay award for 25/26 had been agreed which will be paid to the Clerk in September’s salary, the backpay from April to date amounts to £58.64. An hourly increase of 0.52.

10.	To consider and decide upon the following:
a) Policies: to agree 
         Privacy and GDPR policy (email sent 29/08/2025) – It was agreed by all to accept   the Privacy and GDPR policy as a true and accurate reflection.

11.	Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting.
· Clerk to contact Geo Amey to raise the issue of prison vans continuing to be driven through the village despite the clerk raising this on a couple of occasions with Hewell Grange directly.
· Cllr Hewer reminded all Parish Councillors to update their Signatures to be able to approve payments with Unity Trust Bank
· St Godwald’s garden Sunday 12th Oct 2-4 Clerk to ask hospice for details to advertise on and promote on our website
· Clerk to ask Nick Hall from Police for any update on the issue of posting the Smart Water kits.
· Will Taylor as Chairman is Civic guest to attend the ceremony at Church this Sunday
· It was agreed that Councillor Caroline Spencer will order a poppy wreath for Remembrance Sunday Service
· It was reported that the speed sign is intermittently working 


12.	Date, time and venue of next meeting:

Tuesday 7th Oct 2025, 7.30pm at Finstall Village Hall.


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.47 pm.



Signed…………………………………………………………….…….   Date ………………………
Chairman, Finstall Parish Council					
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