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FINSTALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 Email: clerk@finstallparishcouncil.gov.uk  tel: 07958 450482 
  

Website: https://finstallparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 

NOTICE OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday 6th February 2024, 7.30pm 

at Finstall Village Hall 
   
The meeting is open to members of the public who are welcome to address the council at 
agenda item 5 (Public Forum) to put comments and questions to the council regarding this 
agenda or for future consideration. Individual speaking time may be restricted at the 
Chairman’s discretion, which also applies to any non-member representations at any other 
time in this meeting. 
 
Summons 
Members are summoned to attend this meeting to transact the business on the agenda.  
Members are expected to be mindful of the parish council’s statutory duties with respect to 
the effective management of risk, equality, biodiversity, health and safety, crime and 
disorder.   
 

Gill Lungley     30th January 2024 
Gill Lungley, Clerk/RFO  

 
 

The seven elected members of the parish council are: 
Norman Hewer, Malcom Molloy, Wendy Molloy, Christine Orr-Cooper,  

Rosemarie Ryan, Caroline Spencer, Will Taylor (Chairman). 
 

 

A G E N D A 
1.  Chairman’s welcome 

The Chairman is to welcome everyone to the meeting and declare it open. 
 

2.  To record absences and receive any apologies for absence. 
 

3. Declarations of interest: 
a)  All councillors are reminded to keep their Register of Interests up to date; it is available 

online. 
b)  All councillors must declare any interest ie. Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI), Other 

Registerable Interest (ORI) or Non-Registerable Interest (NRI), in  items on the agenda 
and their nature. In keeping with the council’s Code of Conduct, members must leave 
the meeting during the discussion relating to the item in which the interest has been 
declared unless a dispensation has been requested and granted.  

 

4. To consider any request from a councillor for a dispensation to be allowed to stay 
in the meeting after declaring an interest. Such request, in writing, must be given to 
the Clerk before the meeting starts. 

mailto:clerk@finstallparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://finstallparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/council/the-council/your-councillors,-mp-and-meps/councillor-documents-and-information/registers-of-interests/parish-councillor-registers-of-interests/finstall.aspx
https://finstallparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Finstall-PC-Code-of-Conduct-adopted-2023-05-v1.pdf
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5.  Public Forum. 
a) An opportunity for members of the public to raise matters of interest or concern 

relating to this agenda or for future meetings. 
 

b) County and District Councillors and community representatives are invited to present 
an update on their activities. 

 

6. To consider the minutes of the previous Council Meeting held 02/01/2024 and 
recommend approval. Copy available online here.  

 

7. To (a) comment on any planning consultations received and (b) note Planning 
Authority (Bromsgrove District Council) decisions made. 

 

a. No new consultations had been received at the time of publication. 
b. The following decision has been notified: 

 

Reference 23/01208/FUL Address: The Piggery, Dusthouse Lane, B60 3AE 

Proposal 
 

Construction of new barn style dwelling in lieu of Class Q Prior 
Approval (Ref no: 23/00456/CUPRIO) 

Decision was to Grant Planning Permission Subject to Conditions. 
             

8. FINANCE 
a) To note the bank reconciliation to 29/01/2024 (attached p3) and to agree payment of 

the outstanding amount of £18.00 yet to be presented.  
b) To consider and authorise payments and note receipts (schedule attached, p3)  
c) To note the current budget position v actual receipts and payments (page 4) 
d) To note completion of the annual independent internal audit, circulated separately. 
 

9. Clerk’s reports and correspondence received, for information: 
As in attached report on page 5. 

 

10. To consider and decide upon the following – see reports pages 7 - 16: 
a) The roll-out of SmartWater protection for Finstall households: to agree the date for 

distribution via Finstall Village Hall. 
b) The content of the Finstall Focus for March 2024, printing and distribution. 
c) The policing / parish contract (page 7). 
d) Review of lease arrangements at Penmanor Rec, with management plan (pages 8 – 9). 
e) Purchase and installation of three new litter bins within the parish (page 9).  
f) Proposal to redraw the Finstall parish boundary (pages 10 – 11). 
g) Format of the Annual Parish Meeting to be held Thursday 4th April 2024 (page 12) 
h) Purchase of the Green Book @ £397.80, for staffing compliance (page 12) 
i) Resident’s concerns about traffic (page 13). 
j) Consultations on: 

i. Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service (page 14) 
ii. Proposed new First School for Redditch (Foxlydiate) (page 15). 

iii. Draft recommendations for Worcestershire county division boundaries 9page 16) 
 

11. Members to raise items for discussion at next meeting. 
 

12. Date, time and venue of next meeting: 
 

Tuesday 5th March 2024, 7.30pm at Finstall Village Hall. 
 

https://finstallparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-01-02-Minutes-FPC-1-1.pdf
https://publicaccess.bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://publicaccess.bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/online-applications/files/070429FDFAF5D45D9B1DAD475B603161/pdf/23_01208_FUL--1089495.pdf
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Agenda item 8a 
Bank reconciliation to 29/01/2024 
 

For period 01/04/2023 – 29/01/2024 
Opening bank balances 01/04/2023      19,370.07    
Add actual receipts for year to date        11,052.13    
Less authorised payments for year to date -      14,605.96    

Total A        £15,816.24 
Bank balances as at 29/01/2024     
HSBC accounts (x2) now closed 0.00   
Unity Trust Bank 5,334.24    
Bromsgrove DC Loan account      10,500.00    
Less unpresented payments*          -18.00   

Total B       £15,816.24 
                      -    A=B=balance 

 
 
*The unpresented amount of £18 is due to Cllr W Taylor for the purchase of notice board keys for the 
new clerk last year. The online payment transaction was prepared in December/January but not 
authorised because as one of the only two active authorising members, Cllr W Taylor was reluctant to 
authorise the payment to himself. The bank allows 30 days for the transaction to be authorised; if it 
remains unauthorised after 30 days, it is cancelled.  
Members are asked to make a decision on how this payment can be made. 
 
 
 
Agenda item 8b 
Payments for authorisation 
 

 
 
  

Vno To Reason Gross 
amount VAT paid  

60 Scribe / Starboard Systems Bookkeeping software Jan 2024 14.40 2.40 

61 Mrs W Molloy Refreshments, Christmas Carols 19.60 3.27 

62 G Lungley SLCC subscription (basic m/ship) 112.00 0.00 

Following to be paid by Standing Order during February:   

63 Scribe / Starboard Systems Bookkeeping software Feb 2024 14.40 2.40 

64 Staff M/soft office software Feb 2024 10.32 1.72 

65 Staff Salary, Feb 2024  433.42 0.00 

To note no receipts since previous meeting.   
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Agenda item 8c 
To note the current budget position v actual receipts and payments. 

 
 
 

 
  

Receipts

Variance

1  (0%)

2  (N/A)

3 176.38 176.38  (95%)

4 -150.00 -150.00  (-100%)

5 -564.25 -564.25  (-22%)

-537.87 -537.87  (-4%)

Payments

Variance

6 1,291.18 1,291.18  (26%)

7 230.88 230.88  (65%)

8 -69.26 -69.26  (-15%)

9 18.22 18.22  (3%)

10 1,924.50 1,924.50  (58%)

11 156.00 156.00  (26%)

12 -548.14 -548.14  (-274%)

13 17.60 17.60  (5%)

14 43.40 43.40  (21%)

15 80.00 80.00  (80%)

16  (N/A)

17 -546.00 -546.00  (-36%)

18 -3,629.60 -3,629.60  (N/A)

19  (N/A)

20 183.67 183.67  (36%)

-847.55 -847.55  (-6%)

-537.87

-847.55 -1,385.42  (-5%)

Summary

PAYMENTS NET TOTAL

11,590.00 11,052.13

12,956.00 13,803.55

V.A.T. 934.01

GROSS TOTAL

11,052.13

Bank Interest

VAT Refund

Other inc Lengthsman

SUB TOTAL

Budgeted Actual +/- Under/over spend

Precept

Grants/Donations

8,710.00 8,710.00

Events, grants 500.00 316.33

SUB TOTAL 12,956.00 13,803.55

14,737.56

RECEIPTS NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Playing Field 1,500.00 2,046.00

Reserves 1 3,629.60

Reserves 2

Elections 200.00 156.60

S.137 100.00 20.00

Loan Repayment

Communications (Website, Newsletter) 600.00 444.00

Admin (Stationery, Printer, Postage etc.) 200.00 748.14

Audit & Professional Fees 300.00 282.40

Subscriptions & Memberships 460.00 529.26

Insurance 550.00 531.78

Lengthsman, bus shelters, tubs 3,300.00 1,375.50

Staff Costs 4,896.00 3,604.82

Expenses & Training 350.00 119.12

Finstall Parish Council
29 January 2024 (2023 - 2024)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

All Cost Centres and Codes as at 29/01/2024

Payments Net Position

Code Title Budgeted Actual +/- Under/over spend

185.00 361.38

150.00

2,545.00 1,980.75

11,590.00 11,052.13

Receipts Net Position

Code Title
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Agenda item 9 
Clerk’s reports and correspondence received up to 30/01/2024, for information. 
 

Police and Crime Commissioner’s newsletter. 
Received late December and circulated to members. 
Age UK  
Advertising for fundraiser via ABBA tribute act. 
Keep Britain Tidy 
Buy Nothing New Month campaign to support ‘reduce, re-use, recycle’. 
Bromsgrove and Redditch Area county association of local councils meetings. 
Message from clerk: “I had said provisionally there might be a meeting in January. but unfortunately, there 
is still no sign of a replacement Clerk so the meetings will be postponed until further notice.” 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy. Briefing note for parish councils received, emailed to 
members. The county council’s LNRS webpage contains information on the strategy. 

Penmanor Rec RoSPA inspection. 
This is to take place during March and in addition a specifically tailored routine checklist 
has been requested for the weekly checker (IDG). 

From WCC: LOCAL AGGREGATE ASSESSMENT 

Worcestershire County Council's Local Aggregate Assessment using data up to 31 December 
2022 has now been published on the Council's Website at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/LAA. 
Sand and gravel 
The Local Aggregate Assessment identifies an annual production guideline of 0.667 million 
tonnes, based on 10 year sales average plus 20%. Indicators of demand for sand and gravel 
and Worcestershire’s ability to supply sand and gravel were considered and these indicate that 
the production guideline for primary sand and gravel should be above the 10-year sales average, 
however the uplift is lower than the 50% uplift in the previous LAA due to changes to a number 
of these factors. 
  

Permitted reserves of sand and gravel at 31st December 2022 are 5.06 million tonnes, across 4 
active sites and 3 permitted sites. This gives a resultant landbank of 7.59 years. 
  
Crushed rock 
Worcestershire has no permitted reserves, no productive capacity and no landbank for crushed 
rock. The 10-year sales average for crushed rock sales is 0 tonnes and there has been no 
production of crushed rock in Worcestershire since 2010. However, there is demand for crushed 
rock to meet needs within Worcestershire which is currently met by material imported from other 
mineral planning authority areas, and there may also be an increasing need for crushed rock to 
be supplied from within Worcestershire as reserves are diminished elsewhere. This indicates 
that the annual production guideline should be increased above the 10-year average. 
 

Although crushed rock resources exist in Worcestershire, and therefore production may be 
possible, there are very significant limitations on Worcestershire’s ability to supply crushed rock, 
both in the short and longer term. The lack of existing sites with permitted reserves and the lack 
of any planning applications pending decision means that there is no likelihood of supply from 
within Worcestershire in the immediate future.  
 

The Local Aggregate Assessment therefore concludes that the production guideline for crushed 
rock in Worcestershire is unable to be calculated, but that it is explicitly greater than 0 tonnes. 
Invitation to attend Holocaust Memorial Day Service, 29/01/24. Circulated to members. 

NALC and WorcsCALC newsletters, circulated to all members. 

Message from Police and Crime Commissioner, confirming appointment of the next 
Chief Constable of West Mercia Police, Kyle Gordon. 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/planning-and-developments/environmental-policy/worcestershire-local-nature
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/LAA
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Members’ access to the electoral register. Councillors are entitled to their own copy of 
the register and are required to note under the rules of the Representation of the People 
Regulations 2002, Regulation 103 they are not allowed to: 
• Supply a copy of the full register to any other person 

• Disclose any information contained in the full register which is not contained in the open 
register 

• Make use of any such information other than for purposes in connection with their office as 
a Councillor, or for electoral purposes.” 

WCC Budget briefing for parish and town councils. Online 30/01/2024. 

Wellbeing in partnership e-bulletin forwarded to all members. 

Illegal Money Lending Team newsletter on loan sharks, forwarded to all members. 

BDC Chairman’s invitation. Council members are invited to the BDC Chairman’s Charity 
Comedy Night to be held at Bromsgrove Golf Centre, Bromsgrove, B60 1LD on Friday 1st 
March 2024, in aid of the Chairman’s chosen charity AGE UK.   A raffle will take place during 
the evening. 
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Agenda item 10.  
To consider and decide upon the following: 
 
a) The roll-out of SmartWater protection for Finstall households: to agree the date for 

distribution via Finstall Village Hall. 
Awaiting date and time information. 

 
b) The content of the Finstall Focus for March 2024, printing and distribution. 

A copy of the draft newsletter has been forwarded to all members for comment. 
If acceptable, members are asked to agree the printing cost and arrange for distribution. 
 

c) The policing / parish contract. 
The contract with the local police team requires the council to comment: 
 

Top 3 community issues 

1 2 3 

Choose an item. Choose an item. Choose an item. 

Other 
Comments 
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d) Review of lease arrangements at Penmanor Rec, with management plan. 
 

Members of the council along with the grounds maintenance contractor and the clerk, met 
with an officer from Bromsgrove District Council’s (BDC) Parks and Events Operational Team, 
Richard Davidson (RD) to discuss the renewal of the lease at Penmanor recreation ground. 
Currently, the renewal is with the BDC legal team. The parish council will be expected to 
negotiate the lease period, which until now has been for five years, but the parish council may 
request a longer period. 
 

Richard advised that before the parish council carries out any changes or work on the ground, 
we notify him / BDC of the plans. 
 

Proposed Management Plan 
1. Animal digging / holes in playing field: to be filled in ASAP. 
2. New post and rail fencing to be installed around the electricity pylon guy cables. 
3. Hedge to be cut back, especially on the north-west and south-west sides of the ground, 

and on the access approach. 
4. Removal of graffiti on play equipment and benches. 
5. To sow wildflower seeds* along the north-east boundary under the poplar trees, and on 

the access approach to the ground. RD has already commented: “This seems a good 
idea please send a location plan with this and any sites where you propose to plant trees 
so we can give our agreement before anything takes place.” 

6. Other biodiversity enhancements*, such as bird/bat boxes, a few orchard trees. 
7. To install an interpretation board at the entrance to the field. RD comment “Again this 

sounds fine just send on a location plan.” 
8. Repainting of the play equipment and metal benches. RD comment “Great I would 

suggest this be done before the late May Bank Holiday if possible.”  
9. Trees to be checked by a qualified arboriculturist. RD comment “A good idea, ask for a 

report for your records.” 
10. New notice board at the access approach. 
 
* Funding oportunity – 
Natural Networks funding availability, to encourage more wildlife-rich habitats. 
Natural Networks grants, available for projects which aim to create or restore wildlife-rich 
habitats, have been increased to cover 70% of the total project cost. 
 

Over 200 organisations have already received support and advice from the Natural Networks 
Programme, since it launched nearly 5 years ago, with grants of £1000 - £15000 still available to 
help even more organisations access the support they need. 
 

To date, £700,000 (including from the previous European Regional Development Fund 
Programme) has been given out to projects to help improve biodiversity, with funding still 
available before the completion of the project on 31st March 2025. 
 

Councillor Richard Morris, Worcestershire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment, 
said: “The funding available as part of this programme has already gone a long way to helping 
organisations make improvements to the county’s biodiversity. 
 

“There’s still some funding available to be accessed over the next few months and what’s even 
better, you can now get more even more of a contribution towards the total cost of the works. 
 

“No matter how big or small your project, get in touch, the team is keen to work with you and 
help you apply for a grant.” 
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Natural Networks is a grant programme offering advice and funding to projects which aim to 
create and restore habitats for wildlife. 
 

Worcestershire County Council together with Worcestershire Wildlife Trust are working with 
communities and landowners to conserve and restore Worcestershire's natural environment so 
that everyone can appreciate and enjoy our county's rich natural landscape. 
 

The Natural Networks team are on hand to help you every step of the process, from writing 
specifications and sourcing quotes, to creating management plans and filling out the application 
form and appendices. 
 

The team will be able to discuss potential plans and make recommendations on how best to both 
maintain and improve the site, taking the project forward. Recommendations can include 
wetland creation, meadow creation, and orchard planting. 
 

So far, the programme has enabled over 71,000 bulbs to be planted, nearly 26,000 trees to be 
planted, over 4km of hedges have been established, 50 ponds created and over 600 bird/bat 
boxes have been installed. 
 

Public or voluntary sector organisations will be required to match fund at least 30% of the 
project, with businesses needing to match fund at least 50% of the total cost of the project. 
 

Natural Networks is part funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and the Forestry Commission 
and is delivered in partnership between Worcestershire County Council and Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust. 
 

For more information, including some examples of projects that have already benefitted from a 
grant, please visit: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/naturalnetworks 
 
Worcestershire CC and the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust are thrilled to announce the 
funding rate for the Natural Networks grant has been increased to 70% of project costs.  
  

The programme’s goal is to improve biodiversity and create a network of wildlife-rich habitats 
throughout Worcestershire. Natural Networks offers free professional Biodiversity surveys and 
grants between £1000-£15,000 (for up to 70% of project costs) for improving areas of land or water 
for wildlife. For information on eligibility and how to apply please click Natural Networks Programme 
| Worcestershire County Council . 
 
 

e) Proposal to purchase and install three new litter bins within the parish. 
Whilst out and about, IDG contractor has noticed three specific sites where litter accumulates 
and has suggested the siting of litter bins at those sites: 

1. Stoke Cross crossroads. 
2. Upper Gambolds Lane near to existing green grit bin. 
3. End of Lower Gambolds Lane, popular dog-walking route. 

The county councillor has kindly contacted the highways officer to ascertain the 
appropriateness of siting the bins at these sites, and a response is awaited. 
 

The cost of a litter bin such as those already used in the parish ranges between £138 (red only, 
special offer, down from £165.60) to £190.73 for 90 litre. 

 
For reference: Glasdon website 
Cost of bin emptying is currently £18 per collection. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/naturalnetworks
https://worcscalc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b639eef3a7523428c80903da&id=f34dba1762&e=dda2cdfc5a
https://worcscalc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b639eef3a7523428c80903da&id=f34dba1762&e=dda2cdfc5a
https://uk.glasdon.com/litter-bins/outdoor-litter-bins/topsy-2000-tm-litter-bin
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f) Proposal to redraw the Finstall parish boundary. 
Mentioned at the January meeting, there is a parish boundary anomaly whereby only one small 
area of the parish is north of the railway line. This is Railway Walk which lies within the 
‘Garringtons’ estate at the most westerly part of the parish boundary and due to lack of easy 
access to the centre of Finstall, could be considered remote from the Finstall community. 
 

The blue line below outlines the parish boundary between Finstall parish and the un-parished 
area of Aston Fields / Bromsgrove town. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The parished Railway Walk area, to the north of the railway, consists of only one block of 
housing known as 1 - 18 Field View House, with approximately 20 electors listed on the 
electoral roll. These households will pay towards the parish council precept each year, yet 
may have a closer allegiance to Aston Fields / Bromsgrove Town rather than to the Finstall 
community due to their remoteness from the parish centre. 

 
Meanwhile, the ‘Wagon Works’ estate and 
most of the houses along St Godwald’s 
Road, all of which lie to the south of the 
railway, are not included within the parish 
boundary, yet could be deemed to have a 
much closer alliance with Finstall parish. 
 

In the map to the left the blue line 
demarcates the county council division 
boundary and the green line is for the 
district council ward. Along the railway 
line between St Godwald’s Rd and Railway 
Walk, both boundaries are coterminous. 
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NB. From the above map, it is clear both the county council division (Bromsgrove South) and 
the district council ward (Tardebigge) which cover Finstall parish, also cover the Wagon Works 
estate and St Godwald’s Road area, which is not covered by the parish. All three authority 
boundaries share the same Railway Walk anomaly. 
 

A preliminary, sounding-out, discussion has taken place with the Elections Officer where it 
was suggested the parish council should respond to the current boundary review of the 
County Council divisions (see Consultation iii below), pointing out that the area to the south 
of the railway line including Wagon Works estate and St Godwald’s Road, falls within both the 
county council division for  Bromsgrove East, and the district council ward of Tardebigge.  
 

It is therefore a suggestion that Finstall Parish Council promotes the alignment of the parish 
boundary to be coterminous with those of both the county division and the district ward in this 
specific area.  

 

Advantages 
1. For residents of Field View House, they will no longer be required to contribute to the 

Finstall parish precept and will be allied with their immediate neighbours within the 
same division and ward. They will become a true part of the Garrington estate 
community eg able to use the same polling station as their neighbours rather than 
make the longer trek to Finstall Village Hall to vote. 

2. Residents of St Godwald’s Road and the Wagon Works estate will become residents 
of Finstall Parish and join the parish community to which they have turned in the past 
when threatened with development to the east and south. 

3. These same residents will be covered by the parish tier of local government which is 
closest to the community and better able to respond to local issues and concerns. 

4. Finstall parish will benefit from the increased number of households contributing to 
the precept, meaning the precept impact on each individual household will reduce. 

5. The parish will become more diversified with a healthier mix of rural and urban 
households; more indicative of current demographics within the district. 

6. Through strength in numbers, the parish will be better placed to preserve local 
identity and create a cohesive community. 
 

Disadvantages 
1. The precept income from Field View House households will disappear. 
2. Field View House residents will no longer be part of a parish authority. 
3. For residents of the Wagon Works estate and St Godwald’s Road, they will be 

required to contribute to the parish precept, which for the average Band D household 
in Finstall parish will be £40.81pa for 2024/25 (although by dint of their inclusion in 
the parish, this amount would be reduced as per #4 above).  

 

See also Consultation iii below, page 16, on the matter of the county boundary review. 
 

The proposal is for the council to agree to seek re-alignment of the Finstall Parish boundary 
in this specific area to: 
1. Be coterminous with the boundaries of the BDC Tardebigge ward and WCC Bromsgrove 

East division and therefore include Wagon Works estate and St Godwald’s Road within 
Finstall Parish, and 

2. Recognise the community boundary of the ‘Garringtons’ estate by following the line of the 
railway for all three authorities, ie boundary to skirt to the south-east of Field View House.  
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g) Format of the Annual Parish Meeting to be held Thursday 4th April 2024. 
The purpose of the parish meeting is to be more inclusive of parish residents, where residents 
are encouraged to ‘discuss parish affairs’ (Local Government Act 1972, s9(1). It is not a parish 
council meeting, but the council is expected to host it and, if present, the parish council 
chairman must chair it. The clerk is expected to administer it and councillors are expected to 
be present, but at the same time, this is very much the residents’ meeting. 
 

It is an excellent opportunity for members of the community to get together to find out what’s 
going on in the community and for community groups to share with the meeting what they’ve 
been up to over the last twelve months.  
 

The proposal is for the council to identify whether there are any specific community groups 
who would like to set up a stall to explain what they do, and possibly encourage new 
membership and generally start promoting the event on 4th April within the parish. This will 
require promoting to all residents, including Railway Walk. 

 
h) Purchase of the Green Book @ £397.80, for staffing compliance. 
“Known as the Single Status Agreement, the Green Book covers the pay and conditions for 1.4 
million local authority employees, ranging from architects to cleaners and lawyers to school 
meals staff. These agreements are also used to determine the pay and conditions of non-local 
authority staff.” Local Government Association. 
 

For many years, the clerks’ contract of employment has referred to Green Book practices, 
however very few parish councils have access to the Green Book due both to its annual cost 
and the lack of an HR department with professional HR staff. This of course makes the 
contract ineffective when called into question ie it is not possible for the council to follow 
Green Book practices when it does not have access to the Green Book; it cannot therefore be 
confident that it fully understands each clause in the contract. 
 

A recent NALC press release states: “Access the Green Book with exclusive NALC discount   
I’m (NALC Chief Executive) pleased to announce that NALC has agreed with the Local Government 
Association (LGA) a 15% discount for the first year's subscription to its Employer Link service. In 
December, NALC launched the new model and template contracts of employment for local (parish 
and town) councils. We recommend local councils align terms and conditions with the best 
practices outlined in the rest of the local government sector, as defined by the Green Book. NALC 
produced the new documents to aid understanding of those terms and their application within 
councils. To help local councils understand and be fully aware of all the terms contained in the 
Green Book, a subscription fee is required to access this information. All local councils can sign up 
to the LGA’s Employer Link service, which includes access to the Green Book and other 
employment advice and guidance. NALC has agreed with the LGA to a 15% discount on the first 
year (usual price £468) using the code NALC15.”  
 

For a small parish council such as Finstall, and the 5,013 other parish councils (51% of all 
local councils) with turnover of less than £25,000, even with a discount, the annual fee would 
seem prohibitive. It is therefore suggested the parish council asks the county association to 
seek county membership on behalf of the smaller councils, for each to be given the 
opportunity to access the document whenever necessary.  
 

The proposal is for the council to recommend to WorcsCALC they purchase a copy of the 
Green Book to be accessible to member councils when needed. 

  

http://www.local.gov.uk/local-government-terms-and-conditions-green-book
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnalc.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027%26id%3D338b09c085%26e%3D5db77a6afe&data=05%7C02%7C%7C501a5e031b9f484742ad08dc180c734a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638411688963700712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2B6gLm7ir04O%2B5WUlS17Mu81HAQNgfMJQ3Kmzw7grIM%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnalc.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027%26id%3D338b09c085%26e%3D5db77a6afe&data=05%7C02%7C%7C501a5e031b9f484742ad08dc180c734a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638411688963700712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2B6gLm7ir04O%2B5WUlS17Mu81HAQNgfMJQ3Kmzw7grIM%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnalc.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027%26id%3Df5e118b4a7%26e%3D5db77a6afe&data=05%7C02%7C%7C501a5e031b9f484742ad08dc180c734a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638411688963700712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FHBZUvFh%2FwYGHpZSKuz7LqQZuFyMai2AyUnSZXZZGjE%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnalc.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027%26id%3D42aa1a3a3d%26e%3D5db77a6afe&data=05%7C02%7C%7C501a5e031b9f484742ad08dc180c734a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638411688963700712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=70EXEcFmxiA0Xuw5xvEHr8MDHOwr6xbn1mxozNtmq3k%3D&reserved=0
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i) Resident’s concerns about traffic. 
 

The parish council was copied in to an email sent to the county councillor and Highways 
officer, from “Finstall Resident of 30+ years”, as below: 
 
“ 
The improvements to the A38 are I’m sure a concern for Finstall residents as now we see 
Finstall Road being used ever so more as motorists try to avoid the delays and gain a few 
minutes. 
 
We’ve already seen a massive increase in traffic since the building of the Oakhalls and 
now it’s about to get a whole lot worse. 
 
Correct me if I’m wrong but when highways carried out they’re traffic flow forecasts with 
vehicle counting measures across nearly all main rounds in Bromsgrove some months 
ago they neglected Finstall Road? 
 
Some measures need to be introduced to either slow traffic down such as a temporary 
20mph speed limit or close the exit and entry from both the oakhalls and the Bromsgrove 
Highway again as a temporary measure. 
 
Why should a small decent village be blighted in this way, it’s probably clear that 
highways will be using the route through Finstall as a diversion route and so if that’s the 
plan a speed limit reduction needs to be implemented with out delay? 
 
These works are planned for nearly 2 years action needs to be taken. 
 
It’s a dark road at night and possibly dangerous not to mention pollution noise and 
littering. 
 
Your thoughts please 
 
Finstall Resident of 30+ years” 
 
 
Information about phase 3 of the Bromsgrove Route Enhancement Programme is available 
via WCC website: Phase 3 of A38 BREP improvements | Worcestershire County Council 
 

The project will see capacity improvements at key junctions together with localised road 
widening, thereby helping to improve traffic flow and reduce unnecessary bottlenecks along 
the route between Junction 4 of the M5 to the north and the A38/B4094 to the south. 
Improvements will be made to cycling facilities including the provision of an active travel 
route between the train station and the town centre which will include new road crossings. 
 
 
The proposal is for the parish council to ask questions on behalf of Finstall residents to see 
what mitigation measures are being taken to support local residents whilst the A38 
improvement works are underway.  

  

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/planning-and-developments/major-infrastructure-improvements/road-improvements-2
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j) Consultations 
 

CONSULTATION i. 
Hereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service (HWFRS) would like to let you know that the 
Service have launched a public consultation exercise on the Service’s Resource Review 
proposals.  The Service would like to encourage individuals and organisations to share their 
views on the proposals which we have set out in a Resource Review Consultation Document 
along with an accompanying Data Pack and short questionnaire.  The consultation closes on 4th 
March 2024 and results and recommendations will be reported to the Fire Authority in June 
later this year.  
 
The Resource Review examines the arrangement of operational response resources and 
considers how this can be improved. This Resource Review aims to ensure that HWFRS is 
making best use of its available resources, funding, and to assure the Fire Authority, 
stakeholders and the community that it is providing the most effective service possible across 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire.  
 
Please note there is no proposal to close any of the Services 25 fire stations or reduce the 
crewing or emergency cover of the first fire engine, at any of the 25 locations. The introduction 
of the proposals in this Review would provide a more effective and efficient use of its resources 
and all the resources realised as part of the proposals will be reinvested in front line fire engine 
staff.  
 
You can read more about the proposals in the Resource Review Consultation Document which 
is available on the Service website. A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) document will also be 
available through the website.  
 
To help to gather views, we have engaged an independent research company, Opinion 
Research Services (ORS) to carry out the consultation for us. They have prepared a separate 
online questionnaire document, which should only take about 10 minutes to complete. You can 
access the questionnaire here.  
 
During the consultation, ORS will also meet with a cross-section of residents and stakeholders 
to discuss the proposals in more detail.  
 
We’d like to encourage your organisation to consider the proposals and respond to the 
consultation. Please feel free to share the consultation with your wider community to help to 
ensure we get a good cross-section of views to consider.  
 
If you have any questions, would like any further information or to arrange some time to 
discuss in more detail, please contact us directly using our consultation@hwfire.org.uk email 
address.  
 

  

https://www.hwfire.org.uk/your-right-to-know/consultation/
http://www.opinionresearch.co.uk/HWFire
mailto:consultation@hwfire.org.uk


Finstall Parish Council Agenda: 6th February 2024   15 
 

CONSULTATION ii. 
We would like to hear your views on the new first school to be built in Foxlydiate, Redditch. 
This next stage of consultation we are seeking your thoughts on the council’s proposal on the 
following:  

• The age range of the school 

• The size of the school 

• The values of the school  

• The build principles of the school 
 
This round of consultation launches on Monday 8 January 2024 and will end on Sunday 25 
February 2024.  
The new school is required to meet the increased demand for school places which has arisen 
due to local housing developments. 
The school will open initially as a 3-form-entry (90 places per year group) in 2027, when it is 
forecast that 30 children in each school year group will live on the new development, 
increasing to over 60 by 2030.  
The school will open initially to Reception-aged children and will grow over time as it will take a 
new cohort of Reception children each September.  
 

To have your say on this next stage of consultation, please visit: 
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/NFS_for_Redditch_Specification_Survey_2024.  
 

If you require a paper copy of the questionnaire, please email: 
NewFoxlydiateFirstSchool@worcestershire.gov.uk      
 

For more information, please visit: https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/firstschoolredditch   
 
Please feel free to share the details of this survey with anyone you think may find it of interest.  
 

  

https://online1.snapsurveys.com/NFS_for_Redditch_Specification_Survey_2024
mailto:NewFoxlydiateFirstSchool@worcestershire.gov.uk
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/firstschoolredditch
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CONSULTATION iii. 
Local Government Boundary Commission for England Review of division boundaries in 
Worcestershire. 
 

Have your say now via our website  
  
Today (10/01/2024) we published draft recommendations for new divisions, division boundaries 
and division names for Worcestershire County Council. We are now inviting comments on those 
recommendations. Our consultation closes on 18 March 2024 
 

If you represent a local organisation or community group in Worcestershire please pass 
this message on to your members or anyone you think who might be interested in the 
review. You can share the message by email or through social media by using the 
buttons at the bottom right of the page. 
  

Draft recommendations report          Draft recommendations map 

Summary of the draft recommendations 

Have your say 
You can take part in the consultation by clicking the button at the top of this message or through 
our website, which includes further information about the Commission and the review. 
 

We encourage everyone who has a view on the draft recommendations to contact us, whether 
you support them or whether you wish to propose alternative arrangements. 
 

We will consider every representation received during consultation, whether it is submitted by 
an individual, a local group or an organisation.  
 

We will weigh each submission against the legal criteria which we must follow when drawing up 
electoral arrangements: 

• to deliver electoral equality: where each councillor represents roughly the same number of 
electors as others across the county; 

• that the pattern of divisions should, as far as possible, reflect the interests and identities of 
local communities; 

• that the electoral arrangements should provide for effective and convenient local 
government. 

 

It is important that you take account of the criteria if you are suggesting an alternative pattern of 
divisions. If you wish to put forward a view, we would also urge you to ensure that evidence 
supports your submission.  
 

For example, if you wish to argue that two areas should be included in the same electoral 
division, make sure you tell us why they should be together, providing evidence about 
community facilities, ties, organisations, and amenities, rather than simply asserting that they 
belong together. 
 

Our website features technical guidance that explains the process and our policies, as well as 
guidance on how to take part in each part of the process.  
  
Promote the review in your area with our promotional poster  
 
Get in touch 
 

We welcome comments on our draft recommendations by 18 March 2024. Representations 
should be made: 
 

- Through our website 
 

- By email to reviews@lgbce.org.uk 
 

- Or in writing to Review Officer (Worcestershire), Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England, PO Box 133, Blyth, NE24 9FE 

 

https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-y/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-j/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-t/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-i/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-d/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-h/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-k/
https://localgovernmentboundarycommissionforengland.createsend7.com/t/j-l-sdrlhit-dhuhyhujkr-u/
mailto:reviews@lgbce.org.uk

